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e term “womean with dis-

abilities” |z utilized

broadly in this articke to

include race, class, sih-
nicity, sexual ariemtalon and culfur,
It also recognizes that disability is
socially constructed and thesetona
a shitting concept. “Disability”
means different things 1o different
people with different disabilities and
abdlities.

On 16 June 1887 in Bathesda, LISA,
the Intemational Laadershép Forum
for Woman with Disabilities was
opened. Prasant in the banguet
FOOM wars over B00 representatives
from B1 countriss. Tha participants
cut across race, disability, profes-
slons and religion

Thie manira of the Forum was “loud,
proud and passionate®. The
premise was simple - “everybody
caunts, respect diversity and budd
unity”, For an enlite week work-
shops, special sassions amnd study
groupa shared exparienceas on is-
Sises Swch as organizational dewel-
opment, violence, saxuality, ra-
saarch and disability studbes, dis-
ebifity cullure and the arts and sys
te=mas change. What follows is an
abridged warsion of the paper that |
presenied at the Forum.

W osmen with disabilities eve made
& significant contribution in the po-
litical growth ol South Alica. Yed,
ihiz reality remans that woman with
ciizabilities are Bmong the poorest
of tha poor, Little 0f o educalson,

limiad access o mfarmabion and
meagra rescurces ane Rcions hal
contribute significantly 1o a cycle of
poverty and disabifity. Complex de-
bates around transformation,
growth and aconomacs ot o
shadow the altainmand ol basic
neads of the mast vulnarable, N
muist also be said that suslainabla
transformation and developmen
should soe the allgviation of poy-
arty and intagration of disability is-
sues as part ol @ hurman fghts cuk-
bure for all of Socisty,

Ascension to International

Legal Instruments

On the 15 Decambar 1885, Soulh
Africa rafified the United Mations
Convention o the Elimination of all
forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW). CEDAW sats
standards of what must ba done to
achkeve equalty. CEDAW does not
address per 55 woaman with disahill-
ties. i doas, however, speak to ga-

nefic igsues relaled o women's
enually which clearly impact on the
Ives of wamean with disabllities.

Furthermore, the Government com-
rrilfte (Esad 1o the Bed)ing Platform
of Action which recognizes the
rights of woanen with desabilites., It
is also guite apparent that post-
aparineld legisiation, as it relates
fo peophe with disabilities. i guided
by the United Nations Standard
Futes on the Equalization of Oppar-
ftunithess lor ksabled Persons [ 1993).

Mational Machinery and Policy
The Mational Machinery for the ad-
vancemeni of women is co-
ardinaled by the OMice on the Sta-
s af Woman (OWS) which ks situ-
ated in the Office ol the Deputy
President, The OWS s responsiola
for ensuring that all governmeant de-
partmenis adhene 1o and implemsant
poficy that ks pender sensitive and
pramote equal participation. The
OWSE has also been lasked with




training and advising departments
in gendear sansitivity programimes.
The Office on the Siatus of Disa-
bled Persons |s simitarly placed in
the Office of the Deputy President.
Earty in 1886 this Office released a
Green Paper on the Integrated Na-
tional Deability Strategy. The core
of this Stralegy |s 1o create a sacl-
ety for all, Importantly, this sirategy
articulaies the need to infroduce a
new paradigm shift that views dis-
abiliby nol exclusively 85 a welfare
issue or a health ssue but rather as
a human rights issue. The Green Pa-
par autlines the key policies which
reed o be developed by ne fung-

dio not filtar down 1o the actual sans~-
ice providers and women with dis-
abiities continue to camy the bur
den of indirect discrimination.

In addition, the Youth Commission
Bnjoys repressntaton from both the
women and disability movement.

Finglly, the Constitutional Counl is
the guardian af the Constitution. Its
rrugin lursction 5o uphald the nghls
guarantesd in the Bil of Rights
whilch are fundamantal bo 8 demaod-
racy and equalizing the rights of ail
South Africans, The Constiution
has yet 10 be tested with regard 1o
discrirmination on the basis of dis-
abifily. However, the SAHRC has

A new paradigm shift that views disabiity not

- exclusively as a welfire isue or a bealth isue bus
vather as a buman vights isue is welcomed.

fion ministries, They includa infer
aiig Inclusive education for all, com-
rriundty development, salf reprasen-
tation, public awareness and acoes-
gibility. The Green Paper has since
awolved into & White Pager which is
expected 1o go o Gabinet belore
the and of the month.

The Commisgion on Gender Equal-
ity s@eks to promole respect for
gender equality and the pratection,
development and attainment of gen-
der eguality. Furthermore, the South
African Human Rights Commissicn
[(SAHRC) has the protection and
promotion of humen nighis in South
Alrica as one of its primary objec-
tives. The SAHRC has, by way of
slalutory regulaiions, sel up various
sub-comrmittess that ars tasked with
adviging il on issues related 1o moni-
foring, protecting and prosmoting of
tundamental Aights of, amang other
things, previously disadvantaged
clusters. It iz in thia vein thal recently
a Committes on Disability was es-
tabiished.

The Public Protedor (5 the oficial
walchdog against government's
maladrministration, and
the mis-alocalion ol public fumnds.,
This stalutory iInsiule is very impos-
tant for wornsn with disabiities since
much of the legisiation and polcies

recently successfully challenged
discriminalion based on digability
using the équality clause

Provincial Structures

In many provincial departmeants
Gender Desks have been estab-
lshied, 1t &= important thal women
with disabditbes ulilza thesa sinuc-
b and make thierm wiork for tham,
Furthermore, 81 a provincial lewel,
nagatiathons ane ensuing regarding
lhe establishment of Disability
Desks in Premier's Offices. Alveady,
o out of the ning Provinces have
staffed these Officea. The function
of these Offices s 1o co-ordinate
functions and to plan and advise
prowincial govemment on isSues
related to disabliity, This Office, In
turn, reporta and lisises with  the
Mational Office that is situatad in the
Offica of the Daputy President

Health

Health sersces and aecess to maedi-
gine In South Africa have radition-
ally hesn the presarve ol the privi-
leged. The introducton of fres pr-
mary heath care for under sbes and
pregnant mothers has been highly
applauded. Within this plan, healih
care programmes such as the |den-
tification of risk lactors bedore birth
o Ir ehilldhiood enabiles preventise

action to be taken. A policy by the
Departmant of Heakh that subsi-
dizes assistant devices at 60% has
bean employed in most of the prov-
inCes.

Hiovwever, these ane still outstanding
=sues that need o be addressed
in this deperiment. The forcibile
starlization of women with disabili-
ties which is reported with some fre-
qQuency ks one such examphe.

Education

The Conatifution ariculates the righ
io educalion as a fundameantal right
in Section 29. The right 10 educa-
tion ks premised on the past mbal-
ances and redress, henoe the inclu-
sion of Adult Basic Educalson. Fus-
tharrmaae, the Constitution provicdes
lor the right 1o be instructed inthe a
person's language of chokce. This
provision allows for Slgn language
i sChodgls,

The South African Schools Al
(1986) provides for compulsory
school attendance from the age of
T=15 including childnen with disabili-
fles, Soma provincial Acts make
provigion for assstive dewoes lor
learners with spacial education
macE,

The Prasident establishad a Ma-
fional Commission on Special
Laswrminrg: Eclucational  Misbts and
the National Commission an Edu-
cational Suppon Services. The
Commission's brief s o nvestigate
broadly e needs of laarmers with
special educational needs in the
e South African school systim
The Commission does nol canfing
its definition of kearmers 10 the radi-
tional school gaing pupils but o
ers early childhood developamenl,
general aducation, further aduca-
lion and ABET, which are imposant
o wemen with digabilitios.

The Commission is currently con
sulting widely in communities and
with particular target groups. After
ihe public hearings, the Commes-
sion will submit a repoart 1o the Min-
mber of Education.

Budget Allocations

Last yoar an historicad milestong
wns ket when the Warnen's budges
wis mowisd al nalional Parl vl
This budget is not a separate



budget for women. i1 s rather &
concept that monitors budget-
ary allacations at all theed Hers
of goverrument with the view o
detarmining its impact on
waman, This infiative is chaarhy
sagrificant for women with dis-
abilitios who have historically
bean left oul of mainstream

plamning.

Employment, job Creation

and Training:

The lack of ampdoymant oppor-
tunitias for woeman with diashifi-
ties often makes them finan-
cially dependant on their fam:-
liee throwghaut thir entire livas
or dependant on state weliara
RAesearch ahows that depend-
ency af this nalure comodes

peopbes sell respect and exac-
arbates, soclal isolaton.

There s accordingly & need for
more lormaized fralming pro-
QfaETus Tof Waman Wih dis-
abilitins. Government is obliged
1o rgne [obs thal ara markel
drivar. This neads ta ba dona
in tandam with sporopriate
tra@ning. The agualizing of op-
portunitios goas o long way in
allaviating poverty.,

Research and Policy
Devalopmant

Resoarch is key il vwamen with
disabalitins wanl to take contral
of thair own lves. Howewver, re-
soanch should not be esoteric
but infarmed by what happens
an tha growund with the aim o
affact changa and optimally
better the ives of al women. In
addition, it is vital that in con-
ducting such research

disaggregated data be col-
lectod,

Justice

Women with disabilites in the
|ustice arena face the same ob-
siacies mogt women face, b
with the added dimension of
bang digabled. I & sigaiicant
il the Minesior of Justog re
cnthi announced that “vialent
CauTEg lﬂ:ﬂlﬂt woamesn and chil-
dran will fall within the amibit of
priority crirmas.”

Women with dissbilities are
seen a3 “sofl targets” of crime
and hencs  often victims o
crime.  Further, the dualism of
baing a women and Mdaving a
disability oftan lends itsaff o
secondany wictmezation by and
in the legad system. More gen-
arally, the Depardimants of Jus-
tice, Safaty and Security and
Corractional Services are ool
lectively collaborating on imple-
menting the Mational Crime
Pravention Strategy which rac-
ognizes vulnerable groups as
potential wictims and seeks bo
address crime proacthely,

Welfare

Histarically, winillars Sanids for
people with disabilities were
uncoordinated and ols-
ampawarning in that, thay tandaed
1o credate dopendenod rather
than sustainabin dovelopmant
and solf reliance. However, to-
day the Depafmeant of Welfare
has adopiad an inter-sectoral
approach in ils provision of ser-
icias, Thisir proposed guidalines
o masating tha nisads of peopla
with disabilities are generic and
community based, Partinerships
and programmes with civil 5o-
ciaty is high on their agenda.
The Dapartmant has also com-
miftted Beedl to pubc awarenass
campaigns regarding the nead
for improved public commini-
cation measures to faciiitate the
integration of people with par-
ticular disabiities (such 58 peo-
plewho ara deal and béind) into
all spheres of social life,

Programmes at

Community Level

The Disabled People of South
Africa (DPSA), the largest Disa-
bled People Organisation in the
country, has with much fore-
elght sat up the Womsen Devel-
opment Programme.This or-
ganized afon £ an liusiration
of woman with disabillitias cany-
i et Ahgsn POolBCEl Spaoe and
haning imo the politics of the
iy, The objectives of this pro-
gramime ang focused mainky on
biuilding capacity of woman with
disabdities as well &5 leadarship
shills

Women with disabililies wanil
and need access (o Services,
rany of which wars danied in
the pasl, as well &8 equal op-
paortunitios and social devedap-
mani. Thay 190 want 1o partici-
pata in the wider community
and have a better guality o lite
To attain these objectivas tha
fallowing need to ocour:

B Equity of access (o opporiu
nities for af women with empha-
sig an women with disabiiries,
regardiess of theer race, siajus,
sexes onentation ar religlon

B Thae devalopmant of pro-
grammes in communities thal
will faciidaio seif nalp and sus
tainable develapmant

B The developmant of leader-
ship programmes that empha-
Eze the protection and develop-
ment af the girl child with dis-
abifities.

B Encouragameant of vale-
el in ool governmeni poli-
hics

Communication and the

Fole of the Media

Tha recognition of Sign lan-
puage in the Constitubon &s a
language 1o be ceveloped by
tha Pan South African Lan-
guape Board ks triemphant,
Sicyn haes also Deen fecognized
by the South African Schoods
Acl, 1998, Thas viciony noeds
1o ba linkied to amnd densalopsd
by angoing partnecships with
thi Dedd commurity and obher
rabé players. Tha rala of the me-
dia |5 ceniral lo changing ath-
tuides af civil socisty.

Conclusion

Im principle, the devslopmant
and reform of legislation in
South Africa s vary impartant.
Howenwer, lagislation in and of
itzelf cannol stand alone.
miust be accompanied by pro-
gressive concapts of soclial jus-
thce and social development, di-
varsity and tolerance that are
packaqged in tha form of sustain-
able programimes &hd appropri-
ale training thal empower
warman wilh disabiliting to cham-
i tha rmiarmy obslaches abead,




THE NATURAL FATHERS OF CHILDREN
BORN OUT OF WEDLOCK BILL AND THE

FRASER CASE

Coriaan de Villiers

awrie Fraser's gquest (o
gain rights 1o adopt his
child “bom out of wed-

lack™, as the Bill would
haveit, recahved much sympathetic
press covarage. Few, If any of the
repors came out in support of the
mather's decision to pul up her
child for adaption without oblaining
the fakher's consent to the adoption.
Tha imprassion created was "How
could she possibly have bean 0
salfish"

Whilst one miust acknowledge that
fathers of children born out of wed-
lock should be granted some rights
In respect of their children, the po-
gition of mothers In such creum-
stances must be carehully consid-
en 1o ensune that the granting of
rights to the father do not exacer-
bate women's inequality and disad-
vantage. Maturally, any such con-
sidarations must be underpinnad
and informed by the best interests
of the child.

Both the Matural Father's Borm out
of Weedlock Bill and the Fraser case
address the righls of tithers of lie-
gitimate children, (for sasa of refer-
ence rearmed 1o as "illegitimate fa-
thers™). The Bill provides for rights
of access, custody and guardian-
ship to ilegitimate fathers. Signifi-
cantly, such righte do nat flow from
mere biological fatherhood. An le-
gitimate father can gein one or &l
of theee rights i hea brings an appl-
cation 1o the High Court and the
High Court exercises its discretion
o grant these righis. This aspect of
thie Bill is welcome.

However, the most controversial
aspact of the Bill is tha provision re-
quuirireg that notice of iInfanded sdop-
tion proceedings be given o legit-
mate fathers. The notice provision
of the Bill pronvides that & children’s
o 10 wihech an applcation for an
ordar of adoplion is made in terms
of tFee Childd Care Act shall not grant
thix applcathon unless Il is satshied

that the ratwal father of ihe child
concamed has baen given reason-
abla written notice of the intendad
adoption,

The nolice may be dspensed with
In cerlain Bmited croumsiances,
rameily whara ihe tathar cannot ba
identified, where the father cannod
be located despite reasonable at-
fempts to do 50, whers tha child was
bom of rape or incest or it i3 in the
best intarests of the child. Tha in-
troduction of the notice procedure
misst be understood and consid-

the consent of fathers only whene

they are married or have besn mar-
ried fo the maothser,

Hinvirg laund (ha Seclion 6 ba -
coreditutional, the court did nol de-
clane i to be imalid with immediate
affect but alorded Pariameant an op-
partunity o comect the defect in the
impugned section within two years
of the order. Extraordinarily, the Bill
which was inroduced by Parliament
subsequant 1o Ihe decision, leaves
unouchad the impugned section.
To notily fathers of an intended

ﬂhqupmmﬁrghmrdmmﬂm
dnmi;rmtﬁrgmmqgmdﬂqudr{;

be partiesilarly sensitive
mmdqmmﬁwﬁﬁy
single mothers in owr society.”

grad in the light of tha Freser case.

The issue placed before the Con:
stitutional Court In the Fraser case
wiis whether Section 18/(4)(d) of the
Child Care Azt 74 of 1983 S incon-
sisbant with tha Constitution in so far
as il disporeses with a father's con-
sant to the adoption of his illegit-
miabe child.

The relevant seclion of the Child
Ciara Act prowides that a children's
court shadl nat grant an application
fior an adoplion wnless if 4 satsfied
that consent 1o the adopton has
been nhruﬂ by bath parents of ths
child of, i the chid is ileglimate,
by the mothas of the child.

Tha court hald thal the section is
unconstifuticnal on two basas. The
seclion discrimenabes between the
rights of fathers In different wnions
in 50 far as the section excludes tha
consent of fathers of Customary and
I=iamic unians, The saction is also
discrimiralory o the axtent ihat the

soChon always requines the consent
af mothers to adoption and requires

pdoption doas nol address the
question of whether their consent is
requirad In order for the ohild to be
adoqtid

The Bill will accordingly have to be
amandad or further lagislation intro-
duced, Regardless of which legis-
lation ultimately addresses the
Frazer couwrn onder, there are nums:-
ows problems for women which
anise both in relation to an ilegil-
mate father's nodification of 8 pre-
posed adoplion and his consent
thereto. in the Fraser case the judge
moted that ~The guaestion of pamn-
el rights in redation o adoplion
bears direcily on the question of
gendar equalily. Parfameant should
be particwianly sensitive 1o the deep
disadvantage suffered by single
maothers i our sociaty.”

The guestion which arises is
whether all tathers have an mher-
&t right 1o b notified that their child
i% 1o be put up for adoption. Thera
are many factors which weigh in a
mativar's decision 1o put wp a child
for adopfion, such as adverse eco-



A0IMes CIRCLIMStancas wilh lifihe
prospect of suppart fromm tha
father, social stligma, caraes
choices, the duration and nature
af thie relatianship batwean the
tather and the molher and
whetheer the chifd was bom as
resull ol rapa,

The decssion is often painiul and
difficult and many women pre-
fer not to have any knowledge
of the proposed adoptive par-
ants. To nolity the tather of the
adoplion ados a whale new di-
mension 1o adopticn and could
irmpact harshly on women,

From a gender equality per-
spaciive, thers aré instances
where the nolice should be dis-
pensed wilh thal are nol cov-
ered by the Bl An adoptiaon
procedune whech follows almost
immadiabaly an tha child's birth
appears 10 be ona of thasa.

Closoly linked to the notification
procadure s the question of
whgthar the father's consant 1o
e acopthon is requined once ha
hae recened notifcalion of the
adoplon.

Thie Frasér ciase failed fo recog-
nize a crucial distinclion be-
twaan the consent of the par-
ents of children borm of & mas-
riacys and outside of a merriage.
Whara children are bomm of a
marriage the lather has guardi-
anship and/or custody of the
child and therafors tha fathar's
conGent B required for adop-
.

Where an illegitimate father has
abtaireed rights of custody and
guardianship by bringing an
appEcalion to the High Cour,
prior 1o the adoption he would
be similarty situated to a lather
cf a child bom of 8 mariacge and
thé illegitimate father's consant
would be required for the child
1o be adopted by third parties.

Hinwirvar, where an llegitimate
fathar has not ablained rights of
cusiody and for guardianship
the guestion of whether his con-
sant to the adoption is reguead
= more difficull. Whare such a
fathar wishes 1o adopt tha chidd
himsalf the guestion & not re-
elly whelher his consant would

The mast
comtroversial aspect
of the Bell is the
PrOvISIOn FEqusTIngg
tiar notiee of
intended adoprion
proceedings be miven
fo fithers of
cinldven born out of
wedlock,

be required but rather whather
hia wauld e abile b withhold his
congent to the child baing
adopted by third parties in ar-
dar o galn an absolute reghi to
the adoptéon, as Fraser sought
o da,

In these circumstances., i & ar-
gued thai although niu-l-:lg"'
should factor inlo the equation,
the 1est showdd remain whether
the tather i 6l and propar to
aoopt the child and accordingly
thaat the lllegitirnate father should
nod o able to exercise such a
vt fight where the child has
alreachy baan put up for adop-
tign

The question would also arise
as io whather the Begitimate
felhver can, &l the stage whara
the chidd has already been put
up for adoption, bring an appli-
cabion lor cuslody and guardi-
anship of the child prior 1o the

Poslal Address:

Hinalizaton of the adoption. it
would be strategic for the ille
gitmate father to do 0 as tha
High Court would consider his
application for custody and
guardianship without tha father
having 1o coaipele with the pro-
possd adoptive panamts.

Howewver, the most difficull as
pact which anises is whers tha
legitimate father does not wish
o agopl the chid Rimsal or
oibikasn cuslody dandfor guardian-
ship af the child

It Is strongly arguable that o
would exacarbate waman's in
equality and disadvantage
showld such a father be able to
farce a mother to kesp & child
by withholding his consant to
the child being adopiad by thind
parties and accondinghy his can-
Sar to the adopticn should not
be requirgd, This would apply
bodh whare children are put up
for adoption at birth and &t &
latar stage, irrespective of
whather the ilegitimate tather
has a redaticnship with the child,
He can after all apply Tor cus-
tody and 'or guardsarship of the
child,

Careful consideration must be
given 1o i Ssues raisad pricr
o the passing of the Bill and in
possible fudure fegislation gov

erning the rights of mothers, fa.
thass and children on adoption,
in arder to strika &R equitabla
balance between the rAghis of
the parties
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THE 1997 ZIMBABWE INTERNATIONAL

BOOK FAIR

Farahnaaz Safodien

Docurmentalist, Women and Human Rights Documentation Centre

Fi 2-0 .quguﬂ 1957, | at-

tended the Zimbabwean

international Book Falr

ain hahad ol ihe Waman
and Human Rights Documantamion
Centre in the country's capital
Harare. Thea s an intemational event
which brings logether publishers,
libsarians, writers and booksellers
from all cwer the workd, Mos? impor-
tantly, it provides Alrecan publishers
and writers a space to promate their
ibeas and Alrica's indigenous pub-
lications. It i[5 one of the loremas
events where Africa and its neads
fire the central iocis.

The Indaba - Feous on the Role
of Libranes

Tha theme for this year's book fair
was “Litvanes ™ and e wial roke that
they play in the provigion of access
to information. Durng the first two
days of the Fair, we participated in
an indaba {an Mdebale word kor dis-
cussion ar conferanca) on "access
o infoemation”. A key issue was tha
nead to find ways of nedressing the
imbalance of access 1o information
and technologies n Alica in tha age
of globakisation. The key-note ad-
dress was defivered by Dr. Yvonne
vera from Zimbabwe who is thig
year's Commonwaalth Writer's
Award Winmer for har noval, “Und'er
the Tongue”,

Alter tho indaba, delegates could
chosé to paricipate in any of the
tollowing four groups:

W Mational Book Palicy;

B Information Technology and
Rigihts;

B Scholarship and research;

B Communily access to informa-
tion.

| participated in the latter group.
Within this group, discussion fo-
cusad on regional responses 1o the

problemes of infonmaion-gathenmng,
sharing and dissamminalion. What
amerged as a common problem
was the need 1o lormulate definite
policies and collective strategies to
reach rural and marginalized com-
mrunitkes. Tha impartant role of
NGED's and the privaie secion was

It provides Afvican
publishers and writers a
spitce fo promote thetr ideas
and Africa’s indigenons
publicarions.

emphasized in thas context. | was
particularly stimulated by an ad-
dreas by Mr Lawtan Hikwa who is
tha Training and Publications Oficer
of 1he Aural Librares and Aesouros
Desvarlopment Programmss (RLRDF),
a consorium which fecilitates the
establishrment of community lbrar-
IS OF PRSOURcE centres in rural ar-
gas. Tha Programme is presanthy
warking wih 72 communitles in
Zimbatwe. Thair commanity librar-
a8 share resources and nedwork
with one anothar, Thay hava whiat
i% called a book box which holds
books and is koaned from ona Bi-
brary 1o another through dedvary by
bicycis. The ALADP has also deval-
oped four donkey-drawn maobile
carl ibraries for keSS oasily accessi-
bba commiumities.

Mr. Hilowa highlighted the important
rahes for libraries. They can offer
solutions to many daiy iving prob-
Ierns - SUCh 88 ComMmunity accass
to health, waber, Sanfiaton, and edu-
cation. in this way they can contrib-
ute lo the smpowermeni of
marginalized communities. Com-
mienity |braries can also be used as
cuftural centres for education and
entertainment. Potentially they fulfi
the dual role of anabling a rural
community to become aware of
devalopments alfecting their bves
oistside the boundarias of tha com-
miundty while al the sama tima pro-

viding a forum lor promoling tha
gathaning and dissemination of lo-
cal forms of knowiadga and cuflure
He also referred fo tha Imbabwoan
Women's Resource Cenire and
Mitwiodk (DWHCH) which is warking
an “repackaging” information to
maks it more ActEssibie (0 comimu-
mities, He wannied that @ task of this
nature, although vital, is labarous
and coathy.

‘What emerged clearly fram the
group distussion was the nead for
matarial in the local lenguages of
communities. Special imbatives
arouwnd funding Wwara nasded 1o pro-
moda kocal languages and cultural
traditions, A key problem identifdsd
wis Hliteracy, and the naed for libras-
ies to develop forma of oral trans
misson of ideas and information.

Anothar sassion in our group
iooked al sourcing and sustainng
fundineg for libraes. An b which
generated some controvarsy and
debate was whather library serices
should be free. Many participanis
wire concermnad that charging us-
ars lar library serdcas in develop-
ing countries would have the effect
of making resourcas 688 accessi-
bie 1o poorar communities. Thers ig
claarly a need fof resouwncs Comres
to devalop appropriate policies in
this regard,

Scholarship and Research

Ono of the sessions | padicipated
in was on "Scholarship and Re-
saarch”, Within this session, dsous.
sion locused on e responsibility
of librarians and archivisis, and 1he
critical rale that they play in tha ne-
search chain, Mr. Tom Butterly of
tho fimbabwe Library Council re-
farred 10 the rapsd denvedopments in
information technology and sald
that tha library of tha fulure migh
b ane withowt papes. He also men-
tiomed many of the problams of the
imarnat 85 8 madium for dissami-
nafing infarmation in Africa - mainly,
poor ared expensive telacomimiune



cations networks. However, ne
warnad llbrarians that they
could nol neglect this medium.,
Thay have a kay noke to play in
arganizing and farmatling the
materials on the Inlemet so0 as
to faciktate accessibility. Gow-
ernmeants in Alrica shouwld be
made lo realize that the dewsl
opment of appropriate infomna-
tian technology was a wital in-
gredient lof @oonamss devedop-
i

Tha indaba highlighted tha fact
that Africa is lagging behind in
the new information age and
that the gap betwesn informa-
tion rich and infcemation poor
countries was becoming
greater. The development of
national policies conceming in-

g loemadion Dase on currant
issues. Mamy NGO libraries are
attached 1o reésearch insiiubes,
and thus have access Lo many
valuable unpublished papers.
She siressed the need for NGD
ioraries io share databases and
dervedop co-operalive strateqies
and networks,

The key recommendations

amarging fram this saminar
wenl the following:

B Mational and regional Nnk-
ages should be forged and
atrandgthenad:

This would provde projscts with
i opportunity lo develop focus
araas and commaon objectives,
to eaxpand resource basas,
standardize informalion fools,

There 1s a need to veach out to marginalized
and litevare commrnnities and {ind
CREALIVE WNAYS to extend access to frr:rm.ei.!‘mu a1
waoren s righits to these comimnninics.

formation-gathering and frans-
mission should be & priarity,
This policy musi be approprials
o our coniaxt and promole Io-
cal languages and culturs, Tha
whidesale borrowing ol Weslerm
ieas on mformation palicy will
rot provide workable kocal so-
utians, In adddan, it &S critical
that African libraries and re-
source centres share informa-
tion and embark on joind initia-
tives to end the marginalization
of poor and rural communities,

NGO Librarians Seminar

i participated in a seminar for
HGO-librarians organized by
thi South Alrican Research anvd
Documentation Centre. Jenniler
RAadial of the African Gendar
Institule delivered a paper on
the status al NGO ibraries in
South Africa. Shae referred to the
tact that civil sociaty, policy-
makers and parfismeantarians
are using MGO-libraries for in-
iormation-gathering and re-
search in specific areas, These
librarias and documBniaion
cenlregs ane developing an im-
portant rale as providens of a

promote greater managemaednl
of imlormaticn, and the ax-
chango and sharing of informa-
fion resourcas and skills.

B The relevance of access 1o
information should be pro-
mcted:

Librarians and users shouwld ba
made awane of the benafils of
irformation thraugh workshops
and information-meatings.

B Connectivity to the Intermet
should ba promoted

Thig waolld ol shadng tach.
recal skilks among the commu-
nity of MGO-lBrares and docu-
mantalicn centras, Another idea
wis o form e-masil discussion
growps o promoto awareness
of cusrent issuss. A key need
identified was for NGO's to
gather and collate information
on Africa and fe needs, Inchad-
ing thee creation of a home-page
on the Imernet which promoies
African malerials.

The Exhibitions
The edhibation took placa in tha
Mayor's Garden ard the Sculp-

{uere Giwrclen of the Matlonal Gal-
lory. It was a valuabile Dpporiu-
nity for natworking and for col-
lacting matenals redevant 1o the
focus of tha Women and Human
Rights Documentation Centre. It
w3 a nich and colowrhs event
which included book stalls,
plays, saminars, slory-telling,
paper-making and book-band.
ing warkshops

Recommendations

for our Centre

W should aim next yaar 10 have
a stall of owr malesal at the Fair,
il possible, by forming a colec-
tiwe with other organizations fo-
cusing on the promotion of
women's rights in the African
conba.

A ey ermerging anedg of work 15
Tow cuar Coannbrg 10 cendll Op SComs-
sible materials, This could in-
chude written maberials (for ex-
ample, pamphiets and manuals
an women's rights] as well as
providing forums for the oral
transmission of information (lor
example, workshops, informa-
thon-meatings etc ). | also rein-
forced the Imporance of the
work we are currendly doing n
distributineg & regular ressiethe,
acquisitions lizts and subjsec-

bibliographies. However, thene
is a nead o reach oul 1o
marginaieed and Siterale com-
munities and find creatve ways
o enttend access o information
on women's rights to thesa
communities. Tha initiatives of
the Zimbabwean Women's Re-
source Centre and Natwork
[ZWRCH) 10 “repackace® infor-
mafion ane particularly relevan
io the aims of our propect.

1 ound the Book Fair highby red-
aviant bo tha visson of our Cen-
tra - particularly s focus an fa-
cilitating access to information
by more marginalized commu-
nities and promating Africen
materials and netwarks. | am in-
epirad o explore the Implica-
bions of these ideas for our work,
and would like to thank the
Carmagie Corporation of Now
Yok and the Community Law
Cantre for the opportunity to at-
tand this impartant event.




he folowing materials are some of the latest

aCquisilions in the Womean and Human Rights

Documentation Centre, A comprehansvea list

of all new uisitions from July to Septem-

‘ber is now mmﬁ well. The Ehmtrahlaisn has the

latest edition of the Woman's Budget, Tha Second

] edited by Debbie Budiender and pub-
lished by Idasa in 1897,

_mmmwn.mm“hrlnd
Mﬂhlchipﬁfun

Financial
=
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 ISBN 1855217058

—x This book considers social security systems
hfm: member states ol the Eunopean Un-
: the Metharlands, Balgium, the Linited
muﬂmmmrrmm The aifm s 10 axamine
EC equality law in the field of statutory social
soourity in terms of its effectiveness in bring-
ing women closer o financial iIndependence.
The author maintains that EC equality lew fails
iy reach this goal as a result of a lack of rec-
ngnithan of wamen's unpald canng work and

@ gresler focus on workers” “equality”.

South Africa: Vialence Against Women and the Medice-
I,!lrmm A Human Rights Watch Report; Vel 9,

Mao. 4 (A)

Hurman Righta Watch

Human Rights Watch; 1887

IBSH 1041-8187
This Report locuses malnly on one aspect of
i crirminal justice sysiem in South Africa and
ita handiing of violence agadinst women, that
is, the perlormance of those involead in pro-
viding medical expertise to the courls wien it
is alleged thal women have been abused, The
Report concludes that the medico-legal sys-
tam iz deeply flawed with problems of b
cassibility, prejedica and lack of training al
all levals. The Repart aiso looks briefly at
racent policy initlathms and propogals for re-
form, s well @ al internabonal Bw and e
tacd that South Adrica is obliged, under these
agraaments, 1o ansura that women are guar-
anleed respect for Thieir human rights.

Improved justice for Survivors of Sexval Vialencal
MMM Burvivors” Exparience of the Wymberg Sexval
h Court and Bssociated Services

Sharon Stanton, Margot Lochrenberg, Veronica

, Cape Town, African Gender Insliuia,
of Cape Towrn; Heman Rights Gommission;

_ GH I'ZErd'lh-uFf
Consultant to the Dmnmtamn Centre

This Report evaluates the success of the
Wynberg Sexual Offences Court Project,
which ran Tor three years, from the perspec-
Eive of adult wosmen who had reported sesosal
affancas 1o police stalions. It presanis the
Women's recommendations, as weil a5 gen-
ergd recommeandations for the ongoing deval-
apment of an integrated, appropeate and sen-
sitive system for the treatment and process-
ing of sexwal offenca cases which can ba m-
plameniad on a national bevel.

ﬂm&%ﬂwwﬂum
and Protection of Women's Health Through
International Human Rights Law

Rebecca J. Cook

Worid Health Organization: 15654

ISBN 5241561661

This book, originaly prepaned lor the Workd
Confenencs an Humen Rights in 1583, axam-
ines the subject of womean's health from the
perspactive of inMemational human righils lav,
States often fail to fulfil the obligations of trea-
ties they have eignad and many wormssn suf-
fer health disadvantages compared ba masn,
Human rights lawyer, Professor Robacca
Cook, axaminas inlamationad human rights
treaties and argues thal many disadvanlages
ard in iact injusticss in terme of these annes-
mants, Tha book ipoks at tha impbcations
bl brisaties have for acthon (o img@rove wom-
en’'s health and provides guidelines for do-
Ing =0

Winlence Against Women in Belationships: Sodsmissbons
to the South African Law Commisslon in ehe Light of

International and Constitutional Human Rights

dence

Farrisha Pillay, Helens Combrinck, Bronwyn Fithay, Los-

reina Waolhuier and Pamela Shifman

Woman and Human Rights Projact, Community Law

Cantra, LWC; Rape Crisis, Cape Town, ANC Parliarmen

tary Women's Caucus, 1987
This papssr assesses the Domastic Violence
Bill proposed by the South African Law Com-
migsion [SALC) and its recommendations,
Tha authars bielieve thal cerain lundamental
issues have been left out and 5o this publica
ticn goas beyond the parameatars of the SALC
Discussion Paper. The South Afncan govarn-
mi&nl has committed Asell 1o gender eguality
and the eradication of violence against
woimen by entranching thase rights constitu-
tionaly and by ratifying international agres-
ments, It is n the light of this commitment
that the Dscussion Papser s assessad,




