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A RESOURCE FOR ADVANCING GENDER
EQUALITY: THE WOMEN AND HUMAN
RIGHTS DOCUMENTATION CENTRE

Sandy Lisbenberg, Karrisha Pillay and Farahnaar Safodien

he Women and Human
Rights Documentation
Cenire is a specialised
reference library and infos-

rrualiod cerbng Bakad 8l the Comima.
ity Lo Canire, Universily of e
‘Western Cape. i focusas on a van-
&ty of ansas related io human rights

The Documentabion Centre has
bean open to the public since Au-
gpurst 1984, althouwgh it was officially
opanid al 8 reception hosbed by tha
Cantra on 2 Decambar 1908, Wea
wara dalghted io have M. Rhoda

Hadalia of e South Alrican Human
Rights Commission daliver Ihe
guost speech al ihe reosption, Sho
highlightad tha impartant role of the
Canire @5 & resoufos in reseasch,
advocacy and lobbying aimed at

and ganded equaiy i national, re-
ghonal and intsrmational lavels. The ‘.,
Documaniation Cantre is 8 compéa- .
mentary componant of the Women
and Human Rights Prosact of (e
Commamnity Law Centre which was
iniated n 1902 by Ms. Brigite
Mabandla (now Deputy Ministar of
Aris, Culture, Science and Technol-
ogy). The Project played a signifi-
canl rode in advancing woman's
rights through resesarch, advocacy,
education and legal advice durnng
South Africa’s transition to democ-
racy. Subseguent to Ms
Mabandia's departune for political
offica in 1884, the Projact conlinues
o promots tha adoption of laws and
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policies thal will advanos sulbstan-

| trem gander equality in South Afica. COMNTENTS
The aparihesd kegacy of social and ——— no .
pronomc disadvantage is 8 major A Resource for Advancing Gender Equalicy;

sruciuiral s of fh unadgual sia-
tus of the majority ol women
Soulh African soclety, A mey focus
of tha projact is redressing thase
digadvantages through the effectve
implemaniation ol ha human nghts
recognisad in the Sauth African
Constitution and in intermabonal hu-
ran righits nsiruments

MMHWMWCM I-l

* Gender Equality and Welfare Rights in South Africa:
The Lund Committee on Child and Family Support 3.4
Trﬂd&qnmnﬂtﬁhthhmﬂiﬂ! 5-6

2
Mew Acquisitions B




Lol £ right: Karrisha Pikay (Fesoarcher), Farnhnaaz Safodien {Documendalist]
{naticia Davey (Assisiant], Sandy Lsbenbarg (Senicr resaarche]

advancing the equal status and  topical issues relalod 1o uman
development of woman in  rights and gendor equality.

South Alrica A spepch wag also The Centre places a high pris-
read on behall of Ms. Brighte ., b iiding linkages with
Mabandla who was unable 10 _ . conies path nationally

aftend the reception due 10 0 makanally. We ane par-
pressing official engagements. . o interested in establish-

Tha Cantre housas & substan-
tial collection of malerial includ-
ing books, joumals, LN matert-
als, CEDWW reports, compara-
tiwe case lanw and legisliabon, re-
gaanch raports, confaranca pa-
pars and newsletiers. The sub-
jecl-rmather covers a broad spec
Erum ralating o woenen's humsn
righis such as violanca against
WEMTIEN, reproductive rights and
i, B rigihl o developrmian,
il and political rights as well
a8 sConomic, social and cuflural
rights,

Ore o the primany objectives of
the Cantre i 1o be Booessibla
io & broad community of users
involved in advocacy and re-
search on women's rights in
South Alvica. To this end the
Caonire 8 open to all groups on
and off-campus a5 & referenci
ibrary. The Cenlre has photo-
copying facilities, and users wil
o aasisiad in thair searches by
our documentalist, Ma.
Farghnaaz Safodien. Regular
acquisitions fists and sulbject
bibliographies will also be pre-
pared and disseminatad. The
nensshattar raprisents the first in
A ragular senies aimed B stimu-
lating awaraness and dehals on

ing ties with semilar institulions
on thas African Continent wilh a
vienw 10 ahsning information, ma-
bisrials and skills, and strangih-
gning co-oparative afforts to
promole wiomen's righls.

Intenested groups and individu-
aks are invited 10 visit the Cen-
tra and 1o explore (he relevance
of s malorials for thoir work
Suggestions fof ke improve-

mant of our collection and facilk
ties @rg @lso welcomad. It 6

10 achseve real and maaningiul
ecuality for woman in South Al
ficE.

Any queries regarding the
Cenire can be made 1o

Mz Farahnaar Safodien at tha

contact numbers balow.

The Cantra 15 Open
Monday 1o Friday
from 9.00am - 1.00pm
and from 2 .00pm - 4 00pm

BE—

Physical Address:

Wamen and Human Rights Documentation Centre

27 Floof, Room 203
Legal Axd Bulldng

Linhersity of the Wastarn Cape

Balville

Posatal Address:

Waoman and Human Rights Documantation Centre
Community Law Centra

Urevarsity of tha Wesiarm Cape

Private Bag X17

Behdlle, T535

Tal: (021) 959-3602(direct) or
(021) 958-2860

Fax: (021} 950-2411

E-mail: doccantiiiainca com




GENDER EQUALITY AND WELFARE
RIGHTS IN SOUTH AFRICA:

THE LUND COMMITTEE ON CHILD AND
FAMILY SUPPORT

¥ivienne Bozalek
Lecturer: Social Work Department (LIWC)

cenlral guastion

which arses oul of the

polismics suUroundEng

thia Lund Commission
Report & whather lamilist as-
sumplions tave influenced the
recommendations containgd in
tha Report. My major argumants
i analysing tha Lund Comimil
toa's Repon ans that. while an
the one hand (he RAspon has
lak@n cognesance of the dives
sity of family forms in
South Alrica, some of
i chisCenions in the Fe-
pofl ke baen made
using implicit Assump-
lions aboul the natural-
ness of concepts such
#s the male breadwinner The
idea thal families or parents ange
indepandant and sali-reliant
and 8o can be divorced from
thesdr social and historical con-
et ig also challenged in this oni-
ticpea of tha Repornt. One is mind-
ful ol the fact thal the Commit-
tee's taak was o difficull one in
thuat thesy ware opearating wnder
severe conatraints. They had 1o
miake proposals that would be
based on principlas ol aguity,
rathar than privileging cerain
groups of women as was ftha
cass in the past. However, i is
still necassry to ook clhosaly at
assumptions implscl in the neo-
ommendations of iha Aeport
and 1o consider (heir implica-
thons for social policy in South
Africa

Homeogenising "‘Parents’

The Rapor lakes a consenvale
sland fram e start in arguing
that it i primarily the pansmts,
rather than the stale. who
should shoulder respansibility
for the suppart af childran, In

abatraciing 1he calegory "par-
ants’ both from an historical
conlext as well as from the im-
pacd ol race, class and gendar,
parents ane assumed o be an
homogensows group. This ap-
proach assumes thal it = within
parents’ power b0 Support thair
chikdren, esen though it 5 evi-
dent that the majonty of South

Alricans live in abject poverty
and could not hope o maintain

Welfare bas often been associated with

swrveillance of poor womien

thair children. The Repor slates
that i ks only whan [m]othecs
are unable o provide for them-
salves, and cannot ged suppor
from tha tathers ol their chil-
dran’, thal tha stale should of-
bar social securily. Wormen ang
ot negarded as indkdduals in
thair o right, Tha assumption
5 U e rnaen il Pavee Dcoess
o tha "lamily wage' and S abla
1o provide support for his chil-
drgn, although we know that
Blnck mian Rlv ol Dan femie-
nerabed i this wiry in South Al
(=18

If thés. amempt 1o get Eathars 10
pay up fails, the Lund Repor
proposes a lat-rate chibd sup
port bonaf to all children who
quality in terms of & best of the
Chwre-givers miaans, Tha Report
arguses: thal the banefil should
be paid to the primary
carg-ghver, which can be seon
iES  posineg Siep, Since [nis vwill
not disachyaniage ihaosa who e
not biological molhers who ang
caring for children, a5 was (he
i in thi past

Issues of Surveillance

Tha lirdking of the child cane ben-
afit with ‘certain haalih ralaled
acivities m relation o the child

which the care-giver would ‘be
obligad’ to carmy oul, ls a maans
of surveillance of woman which
waolild not apply to the non-poor
Wellare has offen besn associ-
ated with surveilance of poor
wornan, inking welkany benefis
o thair famillal re-
sponsibilities e.g

with baing a “fit
mathar and sSoruti

niging thair budged-
ary skills. Gould we
welooma this as a
prograssive stap n wallare
policy lor wormen and childnen
in South Africa® This would pe-
ralisg women who do nol fve
the meSouros in jermns of time
arsd rmongy 1o get thedir chilldren
i tha clinic for growih manilon-
g and mmmuenisabon, ESsum-
ing thal clinice are availabla to
all women in all arsas. The tac
thaal tha birth must De regeatened
In order to recelve a child ban-
afit may ba disadvantaging
thoss mothens whio are ilitasale
ar whio do not have aasy access
o registering offices,

Making the child banelit condi-
tinal upan certasn bahaviour
a form of discriminating against
care-givers. Feminisl wrilers
have pointed out the gendear
and ciass distinctons in banafits
which resull from loprmal am-
ployment of pakd work, as op-
posad o informal caring o un-
paid wirk. Whersss unemipoy-
ment benedits ane reganded as
an anilamant of the individual
and do not cary any form of
sligmia, manlenance of cheld
henedits ara regarded as & privi-




lage. Thay are given 1D wormen
not as individuals, but as mam-
bers of tamilies. Those who re-
paiva the latter form of bensfits
are subjected o scruliny by so-
clal workers who hive the au-
tharity 10 withdraw the banefil.
Rathar than continuing with
thesa distinclions in South Al
rice, wi could usa the opporiu-
nity to improve on this position.

An Ethic of Care Stance!

With regard 10 the Care De-
pendency Grant, which (s paid
o canegivens of ‘children whose
intellectual or physical impakr-
mant 18 so profound as o re-
quire full time care’, the Repon
proposes that it continues. It
gtatas that this will save the stabe

in Brflain which used the labour
of woman and woluntears for
prowiding intenshee care within
tha community without ac-

thiam for this work.
This ethic regards the work of

Phasing-out the

Seate Maintenance Grant
The Committes proposes thal
the child suppor banefit be fi-
nanced by the phasing oul of
the parent allowance part ol the
State Maintenance Grant. This
would amounl 1o taking away
resources from the poor fo fi-
nance other poverty strickan
households and could lead to
politcal tensians, Wiat will hap-
pen 10 these woman and their
children is not dealt with by tha
Report. Although diversion 1o
training opportunities is ad-
vised, there is no indication of

how the state will provide car-
ing services to these women's
dependants to free them fo pur-
sua tho iraning poesibilitias,

Practical Links Between
Prafessional Welfare and

Social Security Staff

The Committes suggests that
profiessional weilare and social
sacurity stafl in provincial and
national departmants should
form links 50 85 0 "divart &g
many applicants for social se-
curity as possible to opporiuni-
tiess which wolld increase thir
indepandence’. This is predi-
cated on a numbar of assump-
tipna. Firstly, thal people ara
using social security as a soft
oplion io othar means &.g. &m-
ployment. Social security & not
regarded &s a right although It
is recognised as such in the
Constitution, Secondly, wallara
and social securily personnel
@re baing positionsd as gale-
keapars carrying outl surveil-
h‘n:l & rode which conirasts io

lﬂhmﬂmdmﬂin:&
is part of Mo and that wa ans all
dependant ot some siage dur-
Img our lives,

The Reality of

South Alfrican Lives

The: Repor provides valuabile in-
forrmmton by highlighting the re-
glity of South African lves,
which has not previously been
adegualely documentad of ac-
knowledged whan planning
palicy. For mampie, the Repon
paints out that many South Al
rican children, espacially those
in poor clrcumstances, have
mulliple care-givers who ara
ususally not esther of their bickogl-
cal parents. They aiso point oul
that households are fluid, with
paople coming and going to
seek work of care lor their chil-
dren, and thal children are also
moved between those able o

provide care.

Fiscal Constraints

In commenting on the fact that
the governmaent i working with
‘real fiscal constrainis” and that
gocial security 18 @ politically
sensitive issua, the Repon does
ol adegquately emphasss he
imporance of social sacurity As
an antitlement rathas than a
privilega. Starting from the
premise of an ethic of cara, tha
Commities coukd have calied on
the stata to acknowledge de-
pendence and its responsibil-
ties in this regard. We cannol
condona the fect thal all the
unpaid caring tasks fall on
women and that they should
gontinus 1o shoulder this b
dan. What is the poant of bring-
ing women nio the sconomy
without provision lor care of

children and other dependants?
As one author obsanes:

Theara IS [ COMUTHINT BESLMD-
bon fhat poor courknes canmol
alford o provide the Sanices
associated with a ‘waliare siabe
gnd fhis wiaw is incraazingly
fmkmn by Moher couninas as weil.
Yot ¥ iz uneccepfable and wh-
sustpinabie for ecanomic podcy
to be formad around an &s-
sumpdion that women's work wilf
subsiciye culs in social spond-

DO 5 March 1987 tha Cabinst
ard Ministry of Waltare &n-

nounoad their acceptance of
the Lund Committea’s réGom-
mendations subject to cerain

mmﬂltﬂupm
on 21* and 22 of Apsil 1997,
For more information contact
Sandy Lebenberg
at tial 6B 2850, or
Alison Tilkey of the Black Sash
at iel 487 TEAD




TRAFFICKING IN WOMEN:
DOES IT EXIST IN SOUTH AFRICA!

Karrisha Pillay

he Alrican Hegonal
Conlarenca on Traffick-
ing in Women hedd in
Uganda in January of
this year Bone testimony 1o the
magnitude of the problem of
trafficking in woman not onty in
Agia, Europa, Latin Americe and
tha Middle Easl, but also in Al
rica. Though trafficking In
women might have assumed
different lorms over the years, i
i by no means a naw phenom-
anca, In iact, there have bean
attempils o eradicate this form
ol slavery for nearly 8 cenfury
by Internaticnal agreemenls
and comentions as will as na
ticnal maasures, but wunipmu-
nately with tle succaess.

The Veil of Secrecy

The greatast obstacks o ad-
drassing the Esua ol ratficking
in wWormien Seems 10 be the clan-
desting naturé of tha praciice
italf. TraMicking in women &
often carmied out in conjunciion
with othar lBgihmale DUBEWESE In
an aftemnpt io deflect Suspacian,
of in & manner that masks thas
raality of the practica by an al-
most impregnable the vail of
seciecy. This secratiee naturs of
tha practica has bed o dife oon-

doas in S0 many countries nol
only abroad, bul aiso in Africa
should raise questions ol its
possible axisténce in South Al-
TG

Defining Trafficking in

YWomen

Furthermore, trafficking in
women lacks a precse and oo
harent definiticn which tha Glo
bal Alignca Against Trafficking
in Women [GALTW] acknowd-
edges is a fundamental problsm
in responding 1o the issue. A

forms a common siralagy by
which woman ard tratlicked.
Such decepbion may oocur by
enticing women by prospects of
further aducaiion, mamiage or
wall-paying jobs. The many
women living in povarty in AR
rica are pariculary walnerabla
o promisas of ‘8 batterlife’. The
achunl Sibuathon m whech they wk
tirnatedy find themesabas raraly
cofmasponds with these prom:
=es, It = vital thal a dafindtion
lake account of cosrcion in is

maany {ooms.

_'\n_rn'j:r'l.' uurf.!‘rhrﬂ'r'u i .".'.I'r.llltil ha e J"J.".'l!‘.r]'.lrl:'.rlr
rhat deceprion forms g common Srateqy by winich
womicn are trafficked.

numbar of different definitions
hayve existed over tha lasl cen
tury, refiecting tha comples na-
ture of the practica

Central io any legal defnilion of
trafficking in wormsn S e se-
mant of consant. I consent |s
uncritically accepled as a de-
fence against trafficking, tha
danges axists hat traffckers will
redy on voluntarism as a defence
in a comtex whisns thay heve Bs-
plaited the economic, social

If the consent of wemen is totally tgnered,
it umdermines the autonomy of women and respect
for their decisions.

sequences, tha most obwicus
baing the fact thal the practscs
has Deen barely recognesad as
a sanous problam n most Al
can countries wnlil recently
Linked to this is the paucity of
infarmation an the subject,
thearaby making e SSwe ex-
tramely difficult 1o addrasas.
Howevar, notwithstanding fhese
odds tha lact thal raflcking
dioees auist on the scade that i

and parsonal nesds of the
woman concerned. On the
other hand, il the consent of
wyoemien i 1odally sgnored. | un-
darmings the autonomy of
wromen g respect for thair de-
Cafifea.

Ralated to the elament of con-
sonl is the issue of deceplion
Studies undartakan abroad
have revealed thal deceplon

an additicnal protlem infenent
in e delinitbon & the tact that
trafSicking in women has histori-
cally been associaled solely
wilh paoatitution and, most pa-
nal provisions dealing with tha
maug sl bear this preactupa-
o with sax. Howaver, over
tima it has emenged thal raffick.
irg may occur fof purpoSes
othar than prastitution such as
domessic labour or forced M-
riage and it is vital that & delin-
tion of the practcs tAke GCoount
of this. This becomes espacially
pertinant in South Africa whens
rural warmen are aften promisad
pabs involving domestic labour,
and end up warking undar siav-
ary-lika conditions.

Thie dafinition proposed in the
preliminary reporl of GATTW
hias taken all thesa issuas into
account in a commendable
fashion, The proposad defindion
recognisas that tha abuss ol
trafficking in womn oRn oper-
abe on bwo agqually impaaant Sut
separals leveés: the process of
recruitmani and tha oonbexd n
which work Or Servicas ara par-
formad. This Separalion racog-




nisas that whils! one can be an BCt
of choice, tha otfer can invohe
force, deceit or other abuses. 11 pro-
posas the lolowing delinitions
which seek o give women greater
protection at all slages of the proc-

Trafficking in Women

Al acts involved in the recruftment
and/or transporfation of a womarn
willivs amd Bcross national boroars
Tor work or services by means of wo-
lance or threal of violence, abuse
of o dominant posiion,
dabt deception ar affvr
forms of coarcion.

Fn'r.ldl,;mrmd

wilence. abuse
cepiion or other forms of coercion

Causes of Trafficking in
Women

In an afismpt o address the prob-
lam of traficking in women it s cru-
icial that the causes of trafficking in
woman bo examined, Resaarch
undartaken by GAATW has re-
vaaled thal trafficking in woman
can be atiributed to numanows fac-
tors. Poverty and unemployment
are significant factors rendering
wormien vulnerabile 1o rafficking. Mi-
gration laws and policies are con-
sigered anolher cause. As penmits
for foreign workers are baing re-
duced and border controls are be-

exposes them to traffickers who
pifgr them assistance obtaining vi-
ik and wark parmits. The fact thal
trafficking in wosmen holds relatively
fow risks fior ihe traflickers and of-
fars financial guin that significantly
outweighs thes limited risk, confrit-
utes substantially 1o its existence on
@ karga scabi in many counlres. Ao

goarch by GAATW has also re-
wealed thal oormuplion of authonties
and cerlasn tradisonal praciices
play a significant robe in traficking
Finally, ha posftion of women in the
gendar hiararchy thal persisis in
our sociaty undeniably contribules
to thee phanamsnon of traffcking in
Women.

The Role of the Law

Thie Law can play & vikal nobe in oom
bating the practice of traficking.
Formulating aMactive legal re-
sponsas s complex, as it involves

of movement, freedom from
slavery and lorced labowr, the
right 1o human dignily and the
right to equality. n addition, traf-
ficking in women ks specifically
dealt with by both the Beijsng
Platiorm for Action and the Con-
vantion on the Elmination of al
farms of Discrimination Against
Women [CEDAW], both of
which are binding on South Af-
rica,

Giiven the extensve viokation of
woman's righis and tha datri-
mental alfacts ol trafhicking in
waoman, il is a subject that re-

The position of women in the gender
bierarchy that persists in omr society undentably
comtrilietes to the phenomenon of
trafficking in wemen

an infersection of the lews relating
10 prosifution, immigration, bowur
and gandar aquality. In daaling with
trafficking in womaen in South Africa
thene are sevaral constitutional pro-
vislons that are of rolovanoe ncled-
ing, the right bo security and con-
trol over one's own body, freedom

guires exiansive Fneshgations
anid research on ths part of gov-
ermmani and NGO's. A high pa-
oty 5 10 ascertain the nature
and edtant of is sasence In
South Africa, and o make con-
crele recommandabions 1od 1S
eradication.

THE AFRICAN REGIONAL
CONFERENCE ON

TRAFFICKING IN WOMEN:

The Community Law Centre was reprosented at the
| Conference which was hald in Kampala, Uganda from the

| 79" to the 30* january of this year. The Conference was held o
discuss ressarch carried out in East and West Africa. The research
findings will be forwarded to the UM Special Rapporteur on
Violence Against VWomen, its Causes and Consequences. Copees
of the Global and African Reports an Trafficking in YWomen are

|| housed in the Documentation Centre




RESOURCE REVIEW: INFORMATION KIT
ON INTERNATIONAL LABOUR
STANDARDS AND WOMEN WORKERS

Heléne Combrink

Lecturer: Department of Public and Adjective Law (UWC)

he international La

bour Crganization

[ILEY], was created in

1818, bringing 1@
geiher governments, Bmployars
and workers in an effort to pro
mole social justice and bafter
Iving and warking conditions
world-wide. In 1948 ihe ILO D
came the first spacialized
agency of tha United Nalions
sysiem. Throwghoul #s histony
thia principal maans of acticn of
i ILD has bean ihe establish
ment of inlernational labouwr
standards. These have infh-
anced inermational aclion i th
fialds of human rights, sotial
policy and sustainable desslop.
mani. in addition, tha Comvean
tions and the Recommanda-
tions adopted by the Intarma-
ticnal Labowr Corterence hawe
inapired national legislaton
Mational poficias are also infu-
enced by ILD declanaliong and
resclutions

Against this background, this in-
formation kit produced by the
Iriarnatonal Labour CRco | sec
retariat of tha ILD] sats out the
accepled indemational stand
ards reganding wormen workers
I8 purpose s summarioed as
Tolows:

‘Leck of swamnnass of womesr
WOrkers” nghts Mas increas-
ingly bean recognized as a
covra il in the affacive usa
of the rights enshrined in both
rational and inlarmational
stanciande. Dizsamination of
inormation about these ngihts
ig, therslore, a8 wial instrument
fiar mproving upon the status
ol worman i sochely '

The Information Kit

consists of;

[ ] A bookbsl on the ILD and
wioamean workers” righis, sefling
oul tha arganizaton’s role in
promofing woman workers
Specific referance & made o
the ILD's programme of activi-
ties on woman workers, iis
miaans of gcticn, and 18 siruc-
turae far tha promodion of sgual-
ity. Ex amples of recent (LO
publicalions on wormen ane also

pronidiad

| A& brochure entitled
“Women Workers Rights: irfer

national Labouwr Standands and
Women Workers'. This bro

chure sats oul tha impact of in-
tematicnal lakbiir Starsdards on
woman workars and exgmines
the issue of proleclicrism ver-
s ey uality This is followad Dy
the ILD's Comrventions and Rec-
ommandations conoarming
women workars under the
headings of: equality of oppor-
tundty and treatrment; employ-
mant and dmsslopment of hu-
man resouroes, and working
and living conditions. The final
saction containg informaion
about the prodedunes of AA0D-
tion and supanasion of Intesne-
tional labour slandards,

B A pockel gusde CONLmN-
ing key provisions ol ILD Con-
vantions and Recommeanda-
Hons concerming woman work-
ars.

[ ] A video antitlad Intarnd-
tional Labour Standards on
VWomen Workars' . The video
prowldes furthear infarmation on
tha adoption of internaticnal
standards, and spacikcally
amingas the areas of malarnily
banelits, aqual remurnenation hor
work of equal value, equal op-

portunity and troatmani, am-
ployment and unsmploymant
protection. human resources
denvedoprmient and wiorkosrs witih
family resporsdailities,

[ | ‘ABC ol Women
Workers'Rights: A Practical
Guide'. This guide dalines s
axplains salacted bermsg and
poncepts frequantly used in tha
fisld ol employmant. In paficu-
lar, an etfort @ mads o highhgi
those specific terms and con-
capis which women workers
may be ableld use in he de-
fenca of thair rights and n 1he
eatablishmant of poals

Given the recenl introduction of
e Labour Relatans Act, and
e incraasing awareness of in-
ternational standards in the 1o
mulation of national policy n
South Africa. ihis information kil
should sarse Bs @ usehd intro
duction to this paticiulas anea ol
levwe. The documents and wdeo,
compiled in clear gooessible
language, provide concsEa in-
formation on the releyant inber-
national labouwr standands con
caming woman workars, This
inforrmration kil will bé of Specilic
interest 10 trade unions, re-
saarchars and othar groups
working to promole gender
aguality n the fisld of labour
relations

Thee information kil, dated 1993,
is produced by the Inlerdepart-
meantal Progect an Equality toe
Women in Employmeenl of the
international Labour Office
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NEW ACQUISITIONS

Tha following books represent a selection of
e books recently acguired bry the Docwmen:
tation Centre. They are highlighted lor thair
topical interast and relevance WoSouth Africa,
For @ more comprebansive list of mabenal In
the Centra, acquisitions lists for 1656 and for
January-March 1887 amn avalabli lrom e
Cenire,

Human Rights ofWomen: National and
International Perspectives
Rabecca Cook [aditor)

Unhvarsity of Pannsyhvania Pross. 1994
ISBN 0812232615

This volume of assays axplores how the
United Mations Conventions and athar msdi-
tutions of international human rights law
could be used as aflective tools in promaot-
ing women's equality and human dignity. The
book analyses how international human
. rights law applies spacifically 10 women in
varous cullunes, and explores vanous strat-
Bges 1o ondune the equal application of hu-
man rights law at international, regional and

This book is a study of the religious |iterature
ol Islam in an effort to shed light on the atti-
tude of islam to women's rights. il attlempls
1o recapture some of the atmosphere in the
firat Musdim city bn the world, Meadina, in tha
year 622 whean women were drawn 1o & niw
religeon which spoke of hurman dignity and
equal rights. Going back in time and memaory,
Dr. Mamissi argues convincingly that naithar
tha Prophet, nor Allah as the source of the
Holy Law, desired anything other than equal-
ity batwesen the sexes.

" This volume collects togather tha most
$57.5 thoughi-provoking and seif-reflective anlicles

Gill Eerchhoff
Caonsultant to the Documentation Centre

writien from & socialist-feminist pemspaciive
in the 1880°s. i discusses family life, saxual-
ity and work rom & socialist-fominst P -
tive, and introduces ways of boking at that
parspsctive’s relavance for the futume, I in-
cludes reflectons on the moverment itell, dis-
Cussions on saxuality and pornagraphy, work
and the labouwr movement and the viability of
socialks-fominis! Sirategies in a liberal world

TheWomen's Budget
Edigad by Dabbla Budlender

idasa, 1956
ISEN 1874884327

Woman all over ths world have suffersd the
brunt of conservalive econcmcs. This book
pxamines the South African govermment's
programmes which influence the fives of
women, the economic impact of the sexual
dhvision of abour on women, and key alter-
nativas for the reprioritisation of budget is-
sues affecting women. The Women's Budgaet
Initiative is & joint ressarch project, inltiated
in 1885, which provides the first serious al-
lempl 1o examéng lhe gender impact of kay
sspacts of the total bedgel I locusas on
welfare, aducation, housing and work and
locks &l ssues of taxation and public sector
employmant. Thia budget is chaarly cantral io
ensuring that women enjoy lull and equal ac-
cess io all human rghis,
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; Andrea Esser; Elvina Mutus;
| and Octavia Taylor.
Ecology Community Organisation [ECOGEN], 1995
This manuead has grown out of the Sollscive
exparience in processes of communily
changa among the co-authors, extending
ovar many years. I is infended to be used by
development profassionals and residens of
communities in tha Morh and South in ad-
dressing constraints to equitable, effecthe,
and sustainable developmant, The authors
hopa that socic-aconoim and gender anity-
sis [SEGA] will contribute 1o empowering
thiosa who seak aaslihood sscurity, basic hu-
man rights and the opporiunity 10 pamicipate
miara fully in their own socioty, it offers & con-
ceplual framework, panicipalony siralegees
and tools, and ways of measuring effective-
Neass




