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GGLN SUBMISSION TO THE INTERNATIONAL
SOUND OF AFRICA CONFERENCE

EU-Africa strategy: A way out of
poverty?

The Good Governance Learning Network (GGLN) is a loose network of South African
NGOs that focuses on promoting good local governance. It is funded by the Ford
Foundation and supported by other funding partners such as the Charles StewartMott Foundation and the Open Society Foundation for South Africa. It is coordinated
by the Foundation for Contemporary Research (FCR) and is the host network of the
Southern Africa regional chapter of the international LogoLink network.
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In its submission, the GGLN responded to African
initiatives on (local) governance, most notably NEPAD and
the African Peer Review Mechanism, but also developments
in South Africa. It submitted that there is a growing
momentum in Africa around enhancing the role of local
government in development. Local government, often
overlooked or undervalued, is becoming a key driver in
developing Africa. This growing consensus is found at the
highest levels. Kofi Annan, Secretary-General of the UN, has
said that “70% of the Millennium Development Goals are to
be to be achieved primarily through local governments
working in consultation with NGOs and national
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